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Japanese Language Education Research Using Ethnography

FUKUNAGA Yuka

Ethnography, which has hitherto been a methodology used in cultural anthropology and sociology, has now
come to be used in Japanese language education research. The purpose of this article is to provide an overview
of ethnography, including its history, characteristics as a research method, theoretical background, and use of
multiple types of data. Its application to Japanese language education are discussed in terms of such current
issues as the diversification of learners and changes in how people view learning, and the current status of these
efforts are described. Then, based on my experiences in the field, I examine some rarely discussed
behind-the-scenes aspects of ethnography in terms of the social significance of ethnography for Japanese
language education.
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