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Teacher Research on the Implementation of a"New Teaching Method": Effectiveness and
Difficulties of Research Methods Combining Action Research and Ethnographic Research

Y anehashi, Nobuko(Graduate Student, Hiroshima University)

This article reports on the processes and results of a series of research studieswhich the
teacher/author has conducted on the implementation of a "new teaching method" for the teacher.
These research studies are an action research implemented to improve the practice; a "meta’ action
research intended to reveal the beliefs on which teacher decision-making is made; and an
ethnographic research to enable the practice to be seen from multifaceted perspectives. The
effectiveness and problems of these research methods are discussed, and the results suggest that
collaborative research is more profitable for the development of teachers and their practice.
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Ethnographic classroom research directly illustrates classroom methodology, and is
therefore of immediate relevance to classroom teachers. This relevance is twofold: firstly,
reports of ethnographic research will give teachers insights into what happens in
classrooms, so that they can compare this with their own classrooms and, secondly, it is
research that can be conducted by teachers themselves in classes which they are
currently teaching.... This (an active involvement in classroom research) is arguably the
most important and productive way to achieve improvements in second-language
development in classroom. (van Lier,1988: - )
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