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The Values and I ssues of “Formative Assessment”
- Inthe light of Learners Changing Perceptions of Conversation Practice -

Izumi Walker National University of Singapore

This paper explores the values of “Formative Assessment” based on papers presented at the
THE RACTICAL STUDY FORUM - from Assessment to Improvement -” and the discussionsin
the Forum. The paper examined three surveys conducted in order to develop and improve
curriculum and teaching and one of the results; learners positively changed their perceptions
of “Formative Assessment” implying that it developed rapport between the teacher and the
learners. This paper reviews the practice focusing on the second survey  and explores the
values of “Formative Assessment” providing issues on how to feedback the results for

successful teaching and learning.
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(Formative evaluation)

(Summative evaluation)

Formative evaluation
the process of providing information to curriculum developers during the

development of a curriculum or programme  in order to improve it.

Summative evaluation
the process of providing information to decision makers after the programme

iscompleted about whether or not the programme was effective and successful.
Language Teaching & Applied Linguistics Longman (1992)
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Walker
and Utsumi 2006

T t (19) =
1322 p=0.202 t (19) = 1.82
p = 0.088
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- Walker sensei has worked very hard to ensure that we really understand this course  with her heart... She
knows quite a few of us are struggling in the process of learning  but she never gives up on us.
- This teacher treats each and every student in a very personalized way  such that she is aware of the progress
of each student and is able to pinpoint the student’s mistakes and offers ways and methods that could be adopted
for improvement based on the student’ s way of learning that would be most beneficial and effective.
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On-line Feedback
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