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Abstract

The present study aimed at examining the efforts for Japanese language education at an American
university where study abroad is a required curriculum component while focusing on the process
of enhancing students' speaking skills. Various efforts consisting of, in al, nine elements (with
six for strengthening students "expressiveness' in speaking and three augmenting "accuracy")
have been made before study abroad. Judging from the data collected right before and after study
abroad, a significant development was identified regarding students' expressiveness in speaking.
On the other hand, a similar level of significant difference was not found about accuracy. The
need for supplementing accuracy factors through advanced Japanese language courses after study
abroad was indicated.
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