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News Watching in an Advanced Level Japanese Conversation Class:

Scaffolding for the Learner’s Participation in Daily Conversation
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In this paper, activities related to televised news watching in an advanced level Japanese
conversation class are discussed. Learners watched news reports about current affairs, listened to
announcements, and analyzed the topics. In addition to improving the learner’s Japanese
conversation skills, these classes are designed as scaffolding for the learner’s participation in daily
conversation. Self-assessment reports by learners indicate that this activity was successful in
linking the learning environments inside and outside the classroom, thus encouraging learners to

develop autonomy in their language acquisition.
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