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Publishing Students’ Articles Written for a Singapore Guide Project in a Local Japanese Magazine:

From the Classroom to the Local Community
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KITAI Saeko (National University of Singapore), FUJII Yoko (National University of Singapore)
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In overseas Japanese language learners have very limited opportunities to use the language
outside of the classroom or to speak with Japanese people. The publication of local guide articles
in a Japanese community magazine provides students with opportunities to use the Japanese
language in real life situations and to gain some knowledge of local Japanese people through the
magazine. It also motivates students to continue studying the language. Although the use of
media contains some issues regarding copyrights when editing students' work, it is considered as a
means in raising students' motivation and their learning effects if the teachers give their full support

in this endeavour.
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“Yes. I came to know that there are actually many magazines that specially
catered to local Japanese people. Although I do not fully understand the contents
of Jplus magazine because of my limited knowledge in Japanese, the photographs
published are well taken. I am very interested in Japanese culture, especially how
Japanese get along with each other and their small and delicious snacks.”
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“Through this publication, I notice about how much I need to work on my
Japanese proficiency. I get better understanding of my main weaknesses in the
learning of Japanese language.”
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“Through this publication, I saw other articles in J+PLUS and it motivated me to
continue learning Japanese as [ would like to be able to read and understand the
other articles in the magazine.”
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“One thing I notice is that the culture and practices of Japanese are fairly
different from mine and there are a lot of things that I can learn from them.”
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“I think its a good learning process because I get to learn from my grammar
mistakes and to learn how to write a proper Japanese article.”
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“It was a good experience as I learnt to be more careful about the choice of words

and a not-to-be-missed opportunity to practice the Japanese language.”
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