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A Pilot Project of the Japanese Language Portfolio:

An Experimental Tool Designed for Autonomous Learning
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The present study of a trial operation of the Japanese Language Portfolio draws the following
conclusions about learners’ usage of the Language Portfolio: 1) communicative activities are rarely
chosen as learning goals/plans in PDCA Sheets; 2) the Learning Diary provides a key resource for
information concerning students’ reflections on the learning process, and self-assessments of their
results; 3) Learners use BBSes to construct crucial associative networks between each other; and 4)
in future, the three aspects of the Language Portfolio (PDCA Sheets, Learning Diary and BBS)
must be further interlinked to form a cohesive whole. In order for students to achieve this, advisory

services must be provided for them.
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