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This paper reports on how the role played by a Japanese volunteer, who supports language
minority children’s learning by using their mother tongue, has expanded in the classroom based on
‘the Inter-development and learning model of academic learning of the first language and the
second language’. As a result, two main role expansions were observed; 1) Sharing the children’s
pre-existing knowledge with the people around them, 2) Finding the differences between the school
cultures which may be causing misunderstandings and helping to clear them up. In conclusion, the
role of the volunteer supporter has expanded because she takes an important role not just as a

secondary interpreter, but also as an independent supporter.
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