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Practical Research for Encouraging Independent Kanji Learning in Japanese Beginners Class:
A Case Study of a Class in Which Kanji Study Is Not Included in the Syllabus
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This practical report examines the meaning and possibility of independent learning, investigating
how kanji learning opportunities are provided in a class for international university students in
which kanji study is not included in the syllabus. In this class we proposed an activity “Kanji
Hunter” as a way to encourage the learners to use their surroundings full of kanji. The result of this
activity shows that “the door” for independent kanji learning could be opened by both the

encounter with kanji found by learners themselves and a place allowing non-isolated kanji learning.
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