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Japanese Language as a Social Determinant of Health:
Encounter with Plain Japanese in Healthcare Fields

TAKEDA Yuko

Linguistic barriers cause insecurity in healthcare systems resulting in health disparities. The author and her
colleagues have been promoting plain Japanese to improve communication between healthcare professionals
and patients who have limited Japanese skills and different cultural backgrounds. This article introduces a

project that not only benefits non-native speakers of Japanese but also those who are hard of hearing or suffer

from impaired cognitive function including the elderly.
(Juntendo University)



