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Teacher Educators in Japanese Language Education:
Examining Activities of the Japanese Language Teacher Educator Network

SHIMAZU Momoyo, KITADE Keiko, SUGIMOTO Kaoru and NAKATANI Junko

This paper discusses the activities of the Japanese Language Teacher Educator Network, the members of
which are teachers from colleges and Japanese language schools in the Kansai region. The paper focuses on
teacher education and teacher educators (that is, teachers of teachers), which to date have not been fully
examined as research subjects. In particular, it investigates professional growth through interpersonal
connections of teacher educators, who have tended in the past to work independently of one another.
Specifically, we 1) review the roles and identities of teacher educators seen in previous studies, 2) explore the
meaning of the Japanese Language Teacher Educator Network for its members, and 3) examine their
perspectives on education. Based on these observations, from the perspective of Japanese language teacher
educators, we attempt to reconceptualize the human resource development of Japanese language teachers.
Finally, 4) we discuss issues and possibilities for the growth of teacher educators that have been revealed
through the activities of the Japanese Language Teacher Educator Network, as well as the future of the
Network.
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