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Production of Case Markers by JSL Children
with Less than Five Years of Residence in Japan:
Quantitative Survey Focusing on Noun and Verb Types

NISHIKAWA Tomomi and AOKI Yuka

In this study, we administered a picture-guided paper-and-pencil test that was developed to assess the
productive abilities of four types of case markers, ga, o, ni, and de, to 193 JSL (Japanese as a Second
Language) children in the fourth to sixth grades. Most of the JSL children scored above the monolingual norms
after five to six years of residence in Japan. However, we also found individual differences as some JSL
children scored above the monolingual norms after a much shorter length of residence in Japan. We then
closely examined the case markers that proved difficult for the JSL children with less than five years of
residence. The children had problems with case markers that were used with verbs that had
transitive/intransitive or give/receive contrasts as well as the items that involved scrambled sentences. They
also had problems with the non-prototypical use of the case markers such as ga when used with inanimate
nouns and o that denoted route. It is worth noting that the JSL children had their own rules even when they
made errors and were not using case markers randomly. We discuss the pedagogical implications based on the
results of our survey.
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