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Japanese Language Teacher Training Program
for Children Who Need Japanese Language Education
and What Students Learned from this Program

OKAWACHI Hitomi and HIGUCHI Takako

This paper is a report on the Japanese language teacher training program for children who need Japanese
language education, which was conducted by the Japanese language education course at the authors’ university.
The program was carried out at public elementary and junior high schools in Higashiosaka city for about one
day a week, totaling 5 days, between September and October 2022. The trainees were four students enrolled in
a Japanese language education course. A supplementary Japanese language teacher was in charge of teaching
them. Since this teacher goes to teach at several different schools, the trainees went along to visit and observe
classes, and they had a teaching practice on the last day. In this program, the goal was for the trainees to
understand the actual situation of Japanese language education and to make use of what they learned at the
university. According to the analysis of the reports they made, it was revealed that the trainees understood what
items the students needed to study further, and that they used what they understood for planning a practice
lesson. The result shows that the goals of this program were generally achieved.
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