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Responding in Agreement with Compliments:
Conversations of Japanese and Chinese Speakers
in Initial Meetings and among Friends

ANG Yanni

This study used discourse analysis to assess how responses of agreement with compliments are expressed
and the conversational processes involved in the context of conversations between Japanese and Chinese
individuals during initial meetings and among friends. Responses of the agreement to compliments were
prevalent in both types of conversations, and no significant differences based on language-cultural factors or
level of familiarity were observed in the proportions between isolated agreement and combinations of
agreement with other elements. Looking at the characteristics of the conversation development leading to
agreement responses, both Japanese and Chinese conversations in initial meetings predominantly involved
cases where the preceding context included the recipient’s positive self-evaluation. However, in conversations
among friends, Japanese conversations exhibited a higher occurrence of cases in which the preceding context
included the recipient’s positive self-evaluation, while in Chinese conversations there was a higher occurrence
of cases in which the recipient straightforwardly accepted the compliment.

[Keywords] responses of agreement to compliments, Japanese-Chinese comparison, level of familiarity,
conversational process, discourse analysis

(Graduate School, Nagoya University)



