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Motivation and Learning Difficulties in an Isolated Environment:
A Study on Japanese Language Learners in Finland

SARUTA Shizuki

Learners of Japanese in Finland find themselves in an isolated environment offering limited opportunities for
contact with the Japanese language. This study was conducted when Japanese language education was being
further scaled down in Finland. This resulted in even fewer classroom learning opportunities for
intermediate-to-advanced learners, creating a severely isolated learning environment. For this study we
conducted a questionnaire survey on motivation and learning difficulties among Japanese language learners in
Finland. From the results of a factor analysis of 174 responses, we identified seven factors for motivation
(cross-cultural understanding, practicality for the future, interest in Japanese itself, interest in foreign language
acquisition, self-improvement, interest in pop culture, interest in high culture) and five factors for learning
difficulties (difficulty in progress, low frequency of contact, difficulty in learning kanji, adverse learning
environment, lack of Japanese language proficiency). Furthermore, differences in motivation and learning
difficulties were confirmed based on the difference in proficiency levels in Japanese, such as beginner and
intermediate-to-advanced learners. Based on these results we propose a way to support learners in isolated
environments, by providing opportunities to connect with Japanese people and other learners.
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