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Development and Validation of a Japanese-Chinese Bilingual Version
of a Japanese Auditory Vocabulary Size Test

PENG Yue, LIANG Zhen and SASAO Yosuke

The purpose of this study is to develop a Japanese-Chinese bilingual Japanese vocabulary size test to
measure receptive auditory lexical knowledge, and to conduct a preliminary validation thereof while
elucidating the characteristics of auditory vocabulary knowledge. The test was administered to 118 Chinese
learners of Japanese with a wide range of proficiency levels. Results of a Rasch analysis showed that the test
scores are reliable in terms of internal consistency, are representative in terms of item difficulty, and are
acceptable in terms of the fit to the Rasch model. A weak correlation was found between word frequency and
item difficulty. Furthermore, through a comparison with previous studies that examined the visual vocabulary
size of Chinese native speakers, the study revealed: a) a progressively stronger correlation between auditory
vocabulary knowledge and visual vocabulary knowledge for wago (Japanese-origin words), kango
(Sino-Japanese words) and gairaigo (alphabetic loanwords); b) for kango, auditory recognition was more
difficult than visual recognition, while auditory recognition was easier with wago and gairaigo; and c) there
was no significant difference in average item difficulty between wago, kango and gairaigo in the case of
auditory recognition. These findings suggest the importance of learning focusing on auditory vocabulary.
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