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The Role of Qualitative Research in Japanese Language Education:
Improvements in the Field through Collaborative Reflexivity

TATEOKA Yoko

This paper first provides an overview of recent qualitative research in Japanese language education and
affirms the purpose thereof. Next, noting that qualitative research is characterized by dependency on context,
and by the impossibility of completely separating the researcher from the subject being investigated, it argues
that these characteristics are both advantages and challenges for qualitative research involving practical field
studies in Japanese language education. A vital element for overcoming the challenges is found in reflexivity,
the questioning of the researcher’s presuppositions and the constant critical examination of the research process,
which can substitute for the reliability afforded by positivist research. However, since reflexivity cannot be
achieved from a single researcher’s perspective, it is necessary to strive for “collaborative reflexivity” by
incorporating the differing viewpoints of other researchers and collaborators into the study. Through this
inclusion of a diversity of viewpoints into the research process, qualitative research will be better able to
contribute to future improvements in the field of Japanese language education.
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