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Development and Future Prospects of Life Story Research
in Japanese Language Education:
What Can Life Story Research Contribute to Japanese Language Education?

SEO Yukiko

Approximately 20 years have passed since life story research began in earnest in Japanese language
education. This paper summarizes previous developments in this type of study and discusses how life story
research can contribute to Japanese language education. These life story studies have for the most part been
based on a social constructivist view of narrative. | use one of my own studies as an example of one type of
these studies, in which the researcher edits, presents and discusses life stories, and describe its methodology
and significance. Life story research in Japanese language education has actively positioned the reader as an
agent who constructs knowledge and reality, and further exploration from this perspective will expand the
possibilities for life story research leading to the construction of new realities in Japanese language education.

[ Keywords]narrative mode, social constructivism, generativity and transformativity, narrative analysis, reader

(Ibaraki University)



