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The Need for the Co-participation of Japanese and Foreigners
Living in the Local Community in Learning about Disaster Risk Reduction:
Based on a Program for Creating Dialogue with LEGO®

KOGUCHI Yukiko

As the number of foreigners living in Japan continues to increase, it is important to create opportunities for
Japanese and foreigners to engage in dialogue as residents of the same community in order to promote local
Japanese language education for harmonious coexistence. In this paper, we propose a new approach to disaster
risk reduction education that aims to promote and improve the “mutual aid skills” of community residents,
including foreign residents, as a concrete effort to realize a place for dialogue among residents. Specifically, we
propose an education program for disaster risk reduction that encourages dialogue among participants using
LEGO® and KAPLA® blocks, and an evacuation shelter design task using pictogram cards, and show what
kinds of dialogue and awareness were generated among participants. In addition, by reappraising this program
within the framework of communities of practice (Wenger et al., 2002) , the possibility of a different type of
learning from the conventional knowledge transfer type of risk reduction education and Japanese language
education is discussed.
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