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Transitive and Intransitive Usages of Sino-Japanese Verbal Nouns
Mainly Used as Intransitive Verbs:
A Case Study on fukyii suru for Teaching Japanese

MURAKAMI Kae

This study examines the kind of descriptions required by Japanese learners regarding Sino-Japanese verbal
nouns used both transitively and intransitively so that they could use them appropriately, focusing on fukyi
suru ‘spread, become widely adopted, popularize’ as an example. The findings focused on (1) whether to
treat Sino-Japanese verbal nouns as a transitive verb, an intransitive verb, or both; (2) sentence patterns that
feature transitive and intransitive usages; and (3) sentence patterns that feature nominal usage. Discussions of
fukyi suru are as follows: (1) fukyi suru can be dealt with as an intransitive verb because it occurs infrequently
as a transitive verb, and in its transitive usage is semantically identical to the causative form of the intransitive
verb; (2) the transitive usage of fukyi suru mainly conveys purpose, whereas its intransitive usage describes the
result of change; (3) the nominal usage of fukyii suru does not imply that change has occurred but only that
efforts are being made to bring about the change. Finally, a list of sentence patterns in which fukyi suru is often
used was compiled.
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