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An Examination of the Guidebook for Japanese Language Teaching Methods Published
by the Shinminkai (New People’s Society of the Republic of China) :
Analysis of Nippongo to Nippongo Kyajuho Gaiyo

(Overview of the Japanese Language and its Teaching Methods) by Kumano Itsuma

NAKAMURA Shigeho

This paper aims to clarify the trends of Japanese language teaching in northern occupied China during the
Sino-Japanese War in two stages. Firstly, the author examines the production process of Nippongo to Nippongo
Kyojuhé Gaiyé (Overview of the Japanese Language and its Teaching Methods, hereafter Gaiyo) by Kumano
Itsuma, with especial attention to its borrowing of material from prior texts. Secondly, the author considers the
reason for republishing the work several years later in the journal Shinmin Undé (New People s Movement) .

The paper finds that Kumano made unattributed borrowings from works by Oide Masayoshi, Yamaguchi
Kiichird, Ogden and Richards, and others, and that Gaiyd is an aggregation from these sources of material
deemed to fit Kumano’s experiences and thoughts. In addition, the republishing of Gaiyé in Shinmin Undo is
interpreted as a presentation of guidelines for Japanese language teaching in a situation of diverse textbooks
and of conflict between the Shinminkai and the Placation Squad.

Finally, as issues for the future, the author points to the need for examination of the conclusions above and of
the effectiveness of the republication of Gaiyo, and suggests the possibility of development of the study
through Japan-China joint research.
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