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A Study on the Correlation Between the Frequency
of Japanese Language Usage at Home
and the Academic Performance of Immigrant-Background Students

ICHINOSE Tomonori

This study aimed to investigate the correlation between the frequency of Japanese language usage at home
among immigrant-background students and their academic performance. Data were collected from fourth-year
elementary and second-year junior high school students with ties to foreign countries using the Trends in
International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) 2019 questionnaire. The questionnaire assessed
Japanese language usage at home, and their academic abilities were evaluated accordingly. Analysis revealed
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that of the students who answered “almost always,” “sometimes,” or “never,” that is, excluding those who
answered that they always speak Japanese at home, 13.4% of 4th year elementary and 21.3% of 2nd year in
junior high school students were students with foreign connections. Immigrant students who consistently spoke
Japanese at home exhibited levels of academic performance comparable to those of Japanese children.
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However, academic performance declined among immigrant students who “almost always,” “sometimes,” or
“never,” spoke Japanese, indicating a correlation between the frequency of Japanese usage and academic
ability. Moreover, a noticeable difference in academic performance was observed between natural sciences and
mathematics.
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