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What Should be the Goals of
Japanese Language Teacher Education at Universities?:
Challenges and Prospects Identified in a Survey of Teachers in Charge
of Japanese Language Teacher Education Programs

KITADE Keiko, SAWABE Yuko, SHIMAZU Momoyo and SUGIMOTO Kaoru

With the introduction of national certification for Japanese language teachers, the standards for institutions
responsible for the education and teaching practicum of those teachers have been revised, and training
programs at universities have had to be restructured. In this study, we conducted a questionnaire survey on
what kind of Japanese language teacher education the teachers in charge of training programs aim for.
Inductive coding was used to analyze the descriptive responses of teachers at a total of 33 universities, focusing
on the following four perspectives: program, career, teaching practicum, and activities to support Japanese
language learning. The results showed that university training programs have other responsibilities as higher
education besides training Japanese language teachers, that they lack human resources and cooperative systems
to provide sufficient practical training, and that they have developed curricula for global citizenship education
which are not directly related to the new standards for national certification. In responding to the new standards,
it is necessary for each training program to collaborate with stakeholders and (re) conceptualize the orientation
of Japanese language teacher education that they should aim for.
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