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Paraphrasing Exercises for Advanced Learner Discussions

KATO Yoko

This paper reports on practical exercises focusing on paraphrasing in a discussion class for advanced learners
which aimed to achieve effective paraphrasing in situations for which such a skill is necessary. Specifically, the
learners performed “lexical paraphrasing exercises” to practice explaining word definitions while manipulating
the level of abstraction of an explanation using examples and summarization, and “paraphrase confirmation
exercises” to practice recapitulating comments for confirmation and presenting the arguments made in
summary form at the end of the discussion. Following these practical exercises, recordings of actual
discussions demonstrated that learners were using the techniques they had practiced. Additionally, the results of
the post-class survey revealed that learners generally viewed the exercises positively, but also highlighted some
difficulty that the students had in grasping the main point of preceding comments and paraphrasing them using
highly abstract expressions.
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