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Changes in Teaching Behavior of Students in a Japanese Language
Teacher Training Course Before and After eTandem:
An Analysis of Japanese Classes using the FLint System

SUESHIGE Miwa

This paper investigates the changes in teaching behaviors of Japanese students (JS) in a Japanese language
teacher training program before and after eTandem sessions in Japanese language classes, using the Foreign
Language interaction analysis system (FLint). The results of the analysis showed that: 1) the average number of
utterances by JSs was higher than that of Japanese learners; and 2) the average amount of direct behavior in JS
utterances was about twice that of indirect behavior. This teacher-initiated tendency did not change over the
tandem sessions, and it was observed that there was an unequal relationship between teacher and learner in
the classroom, as pointed out by Pica (1987). On the other hand, the two JSs who reported that they
consciously incorporated learning in the eTandem sessions showed a significant increase in the indirect
behavior sub-items of “praise”, “encouragement” and “questioning” after the tandem, indicating that they were
proactively encouraging Japanese learners’ participation and utterances. These results suggest that the use of
eTandem has the potential to promote teaching behaviors that lead to an increase in classroom interactions.
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