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The Effects of L1 Congruency, Collocational Frequency, and
Collocational Strength on the Difficulty of Collocational Learning:
A Productive Test Study with Advanced Chinese Learners of Japanese

LIU Ruili

This study investigated the effects of L1 congruency, collocational frequency, and collocational strength on
the difficulty of collocational learning. A pen-and-paper productive test, in the form of a fill-in-the-gap task,
was conducted with 46 advanced Chinese learners of Japanese to investigate their productive knowledge of
noun-verb collocations. The target collocations were categorized into eight groups based on three criteria: L1
congruency (congruent, Japanese-only), collocational frequency (high, low), and collocational strength (high,
low), comprising a total of 64 items. The findings revealed that: 1) When collocational frequency or
collocational strength are comparable, regardless of their levels, congruent collocations are more easily
acquired than Japanese-only ones. 2) Among congruent collocations, those with low collocational strength are
the easiest to acquire, irrespective of their frequency. In other instances, however, high-frequency collocations
are more easily acquired. 3) When L1 congruency or frequency conditions are consistent, items with low
collocational strength are more readily acquired than those with high strength, under any conditions.
Nevertheless, some items did not show good acquisition despite being congruent and high-frequency.
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