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Effects of Mode and Presentation Timing of Answer Choices
in Online Japanese Listening Comprehension Tests:
Focusing on Beginner Learners Studying Abroad

SHIMADA Megumi, SHIBUKAWA Aki, SUN Yuan,
HOSAKA Toshiko and YABE Hiroko

In listening comprehension tests, answer choices can be presented in various formats: in text before playing
the listening text, in audio after playing the listening text, or in text after playing the listening text. This study
examines the effects of the mode (text or audio) and the timing of answer choice presentation on the
performance of an online test at the CEFR A2 level among beginner learners abroad (93 learners from Kanji
backgrounds and 99 learners from non-Kanji backgrounds). The experiment employed three different listening
test formats: text presented before, audio presented after, and text presented after playing the listening text.
Each format included 7 common items and 12 experimental items. Utilizing analysis of covariance with
common item scores as covariates, the study found no significant interaction between presentation format and
L1. While a main effect of L1 was significant, no main effect of presentation format was recognized. The
results indicated that Kanji background learners consistently achieved higher scores, and the mode and timing
differences did not affect the performance regardless of the learners’ L1 background.
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