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Usage Trends of Concessions in Japanese and Chinese Discussions:
Focusing on Usage Characteristics and Differences

XIE Hanyue

This study examines concessions in discussions among native Japanese and Chinese speakers, analyzing
their usage trends from four perspectives: number of uses, frequency, usage distance, and usage position. The
results indicate that Japanese speakers (JN) frequently employ type B concessions, which involve
acknowledging the weaknesses or limitations of their arguments. This tendency is aimed at mitigating conflicts
through the expression of modesty. In contrast, Chinese speakers (CN) prefer type A concessions, which
demonstrate understanding or approval of others’ arguments, reflecting a preference for expressing empathy.
When Japanese speakers use concessions multiple times, they tend to employ them frequently and at short
intervals from the beginning of their argument, forming a cluster of concessions that allows them to address
potential conflicts arising from disagreements flexibly. On the other hand, Chinese speakers do not use
concessions as frequently as Japanese speakers, with the most common pattern being a single use at the
beginning of their argument. Even when used multiple times, Chinese speakers' concessions are dispersed,
making it difficult to form clusters of concessions.
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