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Narrating and Writing Autobiographies in Dialogue:
Focus on Japanese Language Majors in China

HUANG Junjun, YAMAMOTO Shinya and OU Lixian

In recent years, the education of Japanese language majors at universities in China has undergone
significant transformations. One notable characteristic is the increasing diversification and uncertainty of
Japanese language majors’ career paths. In response to this, we implemented a teaching practice titled
“Narrating and Writing Japanese Language Learners’ Autobiographies through Dialogue” in a Japanese writing
class. We analyzed data from multiple perspectives, including student-written autobiographies, recordings of
group work, and post-course interviews, to elucidate the learning outcomes and patterns of autobiographical
stories. Furthermore, we focused on the Transformation Story pattern, the most frequently used in the
autobiographies, and visualized its writing process through a case study. The results suggest that self-dialogue,
inspired during the process of writing and revising autobiographies, led to a reinterpretation of one’s career and
promoted empowerment. This practice can be viewed as one approach to addressing issues of identity and
career for Japanese language learners, and is applicable to various educational contexts beyond China.
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