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Exploring Retelling Activities in a Reading Comprehension Class in a JFL Environment:
Focusing on Support in the Interaction of Mongolian
Beginning and Intermediate Learners

ERDENEE Binderiya

This paper analyzes the characteristics of interaction, aspects of support, and perceptions of activities
during retelling activities introduced in reading comprehension classes for Mongolian L1 learners. The analysis
revealed two main characteristics of retelling: 1) the most frequent activity was the reproduction of the
content read, and 2) topics beside reproduction were also observed. Focusing on the aspects of support seen in
the retelling of two learner pairs, Case 1 showed that learner A, who had higher proficiency in Japanese,
supported learner D, who had lower proficiency, by waiting for D to speak and encouraging D’s utterances as
needed, rather than speaking unilaterally. In Case 2, learner F, who had lower Japanese proficiency, progressed
in retelling with appropriate support from learner E. The study examined factors enabling such mutual support
from the perspectives of native language use, activity design, and pairing methods. Finally, it is noted that
learners perceived the retelling activities positively, suggesting the applicability of these activities in Japanese
language education settings abroad.
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