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A Comparison of Disfluency between Japanese Language Learners and
Native Speakers in Natural Conversation:
A Case Study of Self-Addressed Questions

GUO Ii

This study focuses on self-addressed questions (SAQs) containing the interrogative nan, quantitatively
comparing and analyzing the use of SAQs in conversation by Japanese language learners and native speakers.
SAQs were collected from the “International Corpus of Japanese as a Second Language (I-JAS)”. The results
indicate that native speakers frequently employ SAQs as a linguistic resource in the repair process when
encountering difficulties in speech production. However, among learners, regardless of their proficiency level in
Japanese, this awareness has not yet been established. Additionally, an analysis of the actual use of SAQs in
conversation, from the perspectives of expression forms and speech functions, indicates that native speakers tend
to differentiate linguistic expressions according to function, while this tendency was not observed among learners.
Furthermore, it was found that, compared to native speakers, learners exhibited a more limited range of linguistic
patterns and had significantly fewer instances of SAQs related to “recalling content or events”.
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