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Participant Perceptions in Overseas Online Roundtable Teacher Training:

A Comparison Between Online and Face-to-Face Formats

UTSUKI Namiko, IKEDA Hiroko and KONISHI Tatsuya

This study focuses on teachers who have participated in both online and face-to-face formats of the overseas
“Roundtable Teacher Training for Reflecting on Practice” and explores how they have perceived each format. To
understand these perceptions, semi-structured interviews were conducted with three teachers who had attended
the training in both formats. The data was analyzed based on Sato (2008). The findings revealed that face-to-face
training allowed narrators and listeners to deepen their learning by being in the same physical space, sharing the
atmosphere, and hearing the voices of nearby groups. In contrast, during online training, listeners with experience
as narrators played a facilitative role, actively listening to and empathizing with the narrators. This type of
empathy likely provides reassurance to the narrators and significantly contributes to building mutual trust. Key
factors enabling this included the listeners’ prior experience as narrators in online settings and their status as
repeat participants.

[Keywords] roundtable teacher training, online, face-to-face, participant perceptions, experience as narrators

(UTSUKI: Teikyo University, IKEDA: Mejiro University, KONISHI: Waseda University)



