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Japanese Language Teacher Education Programs
Aiming for the Cultivation of Global Citizenship:
Perspectives from the Intersection of Japanese Language Education

and Intercultural Co-Creation

SAWABE Yuko, KITADE Keiko and SHINYA Makiko

Following the enactment of a new law concerning the accreditation of Japanese language education institutions,
Japanese language teacher preparation programs at college level are increasingly expected to serve as frameworks
for training certified Japanese language educators. In alignment with their core curricula, universities are
responsible for fostering new generations of Japanese language educators who embody each institution’s unique
vision for teacher development. At the same time, in Japan’s increasingly intercultural society, there is a growing
demand for individuals equipped through Japanese language teacher education with the knowledge and skills
necessary to contribute to an intercultural society. This study reports on two university case studies involving
curriculum development aimed at fostering global citizens who can actively participate in an intercultural society.
Additionally, it describes collaborative efforts among multiple universities to empower students to engage in
intercultural activities within diverse communities. Based on these cases, this study examines the significance of
university-community partnerships, explores ways for students from different universities to contribute to
intercultural society, and discusses the importance of creating spaces for cross-boundary dialogue.
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