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The Significance of Learning in the Training Program
for Teaching Japanese as a Second Language:
Reappraisal of Learning and Future Prospects
NAGATA Ryota

In the ongoing debate over the certification system for teachers of Japanese as a Foreign Language, the
ultimate question faced by university programs for training teachers of Japanese as a Foreign Language seems
to be: “What is the value of spending four years in the study of Teaching Japanese as a Second Language?” In
this paper, based on the example of Hiroshima University’s Training Program for Teaching Japanese as a Second
Language, we offer a reappraisal of Japanese-language teacher training programs from two viewpoints: teacher
training centered on educational practice, and teacher training leading to the training of researchers.

With regard to practice-centered training, we consider how to situate the Japanese-language teaching
practicum courses within the curriculum. In addition, keeping in view internship courses and extracurricular
activities, we discuss the importance of mutual reinforcement between practical teaching experience and
specialized study in cultivating the knowledge, skills, and attitudes that need to be acquired during the training
program. Regarding research-centered training, we note the importance of classroom exchanges between
undergraduate and graduate students, and of undergraduate coursework that prepares for advancement to the
graduate level, in order to bring up future generations of educators capable of training teachers of Japanese as a
Second Language in a sustainable manner.
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