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The Current State of Japanese Language Education in Japanese High Schools
and Training for Teachers and Supporters: Toward the Implementation

of a New System that Responds to Diversity in the Field of Practice

SAITO Hiromi, MISE Chikako, KONISHI Madoka, YONEMOTO Kazuhiro, TANI Keiko,
HARA Mizuho and KUDO Seiko

The education of foreign students attending Japanese high schools aims to achieve educational inclusion, and
starting in the2023 school year, “Japanese-language instruction” can be implemented as a “special curriculum.”
High schools with foreign students are now required to improve the implementation system, including personnel
allocation, curricula, and educational content, in order to take advantage of this system.

In this paper, we summarize the current state and issues of Japanese language instruction at high schools, based
on the results of a survey conducted by Tokyo Gakugei University. In addition, issues related to the training and
development of educators in Japanese language education at high schools are discussed. These findings are also
based on the results of training programs conducted by Tokyo Gakugei University.

The results show that high schools are practical sites where diversity exists in multiple layers, including
institutional characteristics, high school students as learners, and the positions and expertise of those in charge.
Horizontal learning enables teachers in charge of academic subjects, Japanese language instruction, career
guidance, etc. at high schools and community supporters to collaborate in solving problems beyond the scope of
their individual roles and expertise.
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