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Cross-Boundary Learning of Students Beginning Their Studies
in the Japanese Language Teacher Training Course:
Interviews with Foreign Care workers and Leaflet Making
SHIMASAKI Kaori

This paper reports on an activity in which students who had recently entered a Japanese language teacher
training course interviewed two foreign care workers and produced a leaflet to make the foreign caregivers more
widely known in society. This activity aimed to enable the students to view Japanese language learners, including
foreign caregivers, as ‘social agents’. Using the theory of cross-boundary learning (Kagawa, 2015), this practice
was designed and implemented for students who otherwise had little contact with Japanese language learners to
change their way of seeing and thinking, referred to as ‘horizontal learning’. The students learned about the
thoughts and feelings of the foreign caregivers and how they embodied their thoughts by using Japanese. The
activity also enabled the students to understand more about the caregivers as ‘social agents’. This type of learning
is known as vertical learning. At the same time, horizontal learning occurred: the students have changed the way
they see and perceive foreign caregivers and have realised the importance of seeing them as individuals.
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