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Competence and the Support Methods of the Child with Foreign Connection in Gray
Zone Explored from the Japanese Language Ability and Psychological Tests:
Case study based on DLA, KABC-II, and P-F studies

HASHIMOTO Yukari and SUZUKI Tomoko

It is difficult to determine whether the stumbling blocks in the academic learning of children with foreign
connections pose problems pertaining to their Japanese language or academic ability, and the number of children
in this gray zone is increasing. This study clarifies the abilities of children in the gray zone and the appropriate
support for them by combining observations at school, test data, and specialized knowledge in Japanese language
education and psychology, taking into consideration the multiple problems identified in previous studies.
Specifically, a 9-year-old girl in the third grade of elementary school, whose native language is Chinese, was
given the DLA, a Japanese Language Proficiency Test; the KABC-II, developed to be unbiased for children of
diverse cultures; and the P-F Study, a personality test. Advance interviews were conducted with the school nurse
who also serves as the special support coordinator, the teacher in charge of her class, and the teacher in charge of
the international classroom. The results revealed the level and potential of the subject a 9-year-old girl in the third
grade of elementary school whose native language is Chinese child and indicated how to provide support based
on the cognitive and learning scales. Based on the personality test, it was surmised that a child’s cultural
background may complicate the task of providing a suitable learning environment.
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