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An Analysis of Qualitative Research Aspects
in the Journal of Japanese Language Education:

Toward the Systematization of Japanese Language Pedagogy

ITO Yokuto, OKAWACHI Hitomi and KATSUKI Yusuke

This paper aims to clarify the qualitative research aspects of current Japanese language pedagogy by
analyzing152 data-based articles published over the past15 years in the Journal of Japanese Language Education.
These articles were examined to determine if they aligned with the seven common aspects of qualitative research
(Tateoka, 2015). The analysis revealed that few articles engaged with skeptical views of positivism, insider
perspectives, or meaning/narrative, while a significant number addressed field transformation. These findings
may reflect several factors specific to the field of Japanese language pedagogy. These include a lack of clear
positioning of qualitative research in relation to positivism, the unconscious influence of positivism on
researchers, space constraints in the journal, and a strong expectation that research outcomes will have practical
applications. To facilitate the systematization of Japanese language pedagogy, it is important to: (1) strengthen
the persuasiveness of qualitative research by clearly stating the paradigm in scholarly articles, (2) leverage the
field’s strong affinity with qualitative research, and (3) refine the concept of field transformation as an academic
specialty within the field of Japanese language pedagogy.
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