HMEBEMNEMIICBITSAAEBFHEED FBLEE) & TE225E] OUBWHR
—I-JAS DR ——{ERBEDIHE—

2 3OF, B i

AWFETIIMABENEMEIICBIT 25 SHEEESSHEOMEZMIAT /2012, FHEOEHL
72300 DA~ —1) — Tl)/7&30021:0)xh~'J TAT 4T E T LTz, HaBHEIE DRI DILND,
HOAA, MEEHZHREOBEANS, HBLSELEZSEORMERFMNLIER, U380 H
SMTIE DT I, BANDIENDIZBNTEHEL S EIIHEESEIVOEM TN2ENIL NI THE
ZEIHER SNz, AT, HORAATBWTEHEZEITFEL SEITHL R TEMT, NSENIENILAX
IWTHBENRSN Tz, 21T, HBRNEZREIEICB W TION EOIKERBOMEA R DENFELS
WEEXZEDOM A THAIN TWSZD, BEEIIASNARN Sz, BADIEND, HDIAH
BRI E M S O Bz 2R L, PRSFENEEEITINC TR T R E K
BRLTW5, ARFFEOKFITEEE SEO IO LM, K0MEY)REE0EEIEMT22E

NI N %,
(F—U—R] FELEE, HZSSE MAOLND, HOAA, HEEIZLHRIE

(F— LR, BI—1EHRY)

Comparing Syntactic Complexity in Spoken and Written Japanese by Learners:

Evidence from I-JAS Story Description Tasks

LI Wenping and LIU Haitao

This study investigates cross-modal differences in syntactic complexity between spoken and written Japanese
produced by second-language learners. Utilizing300 storytelling (spoken) and300 story writing (written) texts
from the International Corpus of Japanese as a Second Language (I-JAS), the analysis examined three dimensions
of syntactic structure: horizontal expansion, vertical embedding, and syntactic diversity. Three key findings
emerged. First, with respect to horizontal expansion, spoken language demonstrated greater syntactic complexity
than written language, with statistically significant differences observed at the N2 and N1 proficiency levels.
Second, in terms of vertical embedding, written language exhibited higher complexity than spoken language,
with significant differences found at the N5, N4, and N3 levels. Third, regarding syntactic diversity, over76% of
dependency relation n-grams were shared between spoken and written modalities, and no significant difference
was observed. These three dimensions capture distinct aspects of syntactic complexity and jointly offer insights
into how interlanguage evolves across different stages of acquisition. The findings contribute to more accurate
assessment of learner language and to the development of more effective instructional practices.
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