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An Analysis of the Discourse Markers iya, ie, and iie
Used by Native Japanese Speakers and Chinese Learners of Japanese

at Different Proficiency Levels: Using the I-JAS Japanese Learner Corpus

PENG Jin

This study analyzed the use of the discourse markers iya, ie, and iie by native Japanese speakers and Chinese
learners of Japanese, using the International Corpus of Japanese as a Second Language (I-JAS). The results
showed that, in terms of frequency, native speakers used iya while learners used ie and iie significantly more
frequently. Regarding differences by proficiency level among learners, iya was used most frequently at the lower-
intermediate level, although its usage declined markedly as proficiency increased. In contrast, the use of ie and
iie tended to increase with higher proficiency. Concerning the functional usage, both native speakers and learners
frequently used these discourse markers to indicate propositional negation or resistance to events. However,
native speakers tended to use iya when responding to questions, and ie and iie in expressions of consideration,
whereas learners did not show such contextual differentiation in usage. Additionally, native speakers used iya
more often to express emotions, while learners showed instances of using these discourse markers for self-repair.
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