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“Heritage” at a Japanese Language School in Hawaii:

An Ethnographic Study of a Japanese Language School with over 100 Years of History

KAWAKAMI Naoe

This paper examines the Japanese language and culture education at Mauka Japanese Language School (MJS),
a Japanese language school for children in Hawaii that has been in operation for over100 years, from the
perspective of “heritage.” Using ethnographic methods and drawing on Smith’s (2006) discussion of the concept
of “heritage,” it explores the forms of Japanese language and culture presented at MJS, how diverse participants
perceive them, and what constitutes the heritage of Japanese language and culture at the school. As a Japanese
language school located in a Japanese American community, MJS provides basic instruction in Japanese,
focusing primarily on written language and practical communication for children’s daily lives. Culturally, the
school offers exposure to traditional values, annual events, and school activities. However, the findings suggest
that the traditional values embodied in MJS’s school motto are not effectively conveyed to students, and that
some of the values presented may not be successfully transmitted to the next generation.
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