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Acquisition of Transitive-Intransitive Verb Pairs in L2 Japanese Children:

Differences from L1 Children, Acquisition Difficulties, and Morphological Features

OKA Kayo

This study quantitatively investigated the production of transitive-intransitive verb pairs by children with
Japanese as L2 who either were born or had resided in Japan for an extended period. A sentence-completion task
with videos and narrations that employed14 transitive-intransitive verb pairs (28 verbs total) was developed.
Participants included35 L2 Japanese children in grades4-6 and35 age-matched L1 Japanese children. Logistic
mixed-effects analysis showed that the accuracy of L2 Japanese children was significantly lower than that of the
L1 Japanese children. Further, no significant differences were observed between transitive and intransitive verbs
for either group in terms of the difficulty of acquiring transitive-intransitive verbs. However, the verb type,
specifically the form following the verb stem (e.g., -u in the intransitive verb aku and -eru in the transitive verb
akeru, both from the stem ak-), influenced the accuracy of L2 Japanese children’s production of transitive and
intransitive verb pairs.
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