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The Semantic Function of the Sentence-final Particle ya

FUKAO Madoka

The analysis of The Corpus of Everyday Japanese Conversation (2022) revealed that95% of the occurrences
of the sentence-final particle ya appear in negative sentences or in the expression ii ya. This study examines
how the particle ya is used in various contexts and explores its functional characteristics. The study concludes
that ya functions to indicate the speaker’s thought process of “selecting something (B) other than A.” The features
of A as a standard can include not only the preceding utterance, topic, or action, but also various internal standards
held by the speaker, such as ideals (the imagined or ideal states), expectations, predictions, habits, and socially
accepted ideas. Furthermore, although ya primarily marks the speaker’s thought process, it does not lack an
orientation toward listeners. It plays important roles in Japanese discourses, such as responding to listeners,
signaling a “reset” (cancellation or shift), marking the termination of an utterance, and indicating a revision of
prior speech.
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