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The Significance of Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL)
in Japanese Language Education from a Life-career Perspective:

A Study of Self-Construction through the Interplay of Three Dialogues

KOGA Makiko

This study examines the educational significance of Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL) as
a career-oriented approach to Japanese language education through a practical report on a program conducted in
regular university courses involving.52 students from Japan and South Korea. First, it outlines the design of the
COIL program, which was intended to foster collaborative learning and reflection, focusing on task setting,
learning environment design, and activity structure. Next, students’ reflective writings were qualitatively
analyzed from the perspectives of “dialogue with the object,” “dialogue with others,” and “dialogue with the self.”
The findings reveal that, through the interplay of these three dialogues—engaging with others and reflecting on
their experiences via project tasks and the Japanese language—students constructed their learning attitudes
toward the object, their collaborative relationships with others, and their awareness and actions toward the self.
Accordingly, COIL can be positioned as a form of “career-oriented Japanese language education” that promotes
self-construction through dialogic and collaborative engagement with the object, others, and the self.
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