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Conversation Analysis of Word Searches Initiated by Japanese Language Learners:

Focusing on Presenting a Word Candidate

SHIMAHARA Koichi

This study analyzes the word search sequences initiated by Japanese language learners. It focuses on the
method by which learners produce specific words as candidates. Candidates are presented without differentiation
as to whether they orient to uncertainty about the accuracy of the words or recipients’ comprehensibility. The
findings demonstrate that learners recurrently present candidates, receive brief responses from recipients, and
request instructions, thereby indicating that the uncertainty is associated with accuracy. The procedure of
gradually downgrading the knowledge claim, rather than displaying a lack of knowledge from the beginning,
was described as reasonable to claim their knowledge to the fullest and to minimize the disruption of progressivity.
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