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The Role of Japanese Language Education in Creating an Inclusive Society:
Based on the History of Japanese Language Education Initiatives in Hamamatsu City

and on Surveys of Japanese Language Proficiency and Usage

UCHIYAMA Yuki

This paper examines the development of Intercultural policies in Hamamatsu City, focusing particularly on
how multilingual support was established in advance of Japanese language education, and analyzes the structural
background of this support and its impact on the integration of foreign residents. In Hamamatsu City, a course of
multilingualization was pursued to accommodate the rapidly increasing foreign population since the.1990s. As a
result, a parallel society developed in which residents could live without using Japanese, which conversely
limited their opportunities for Japanese language acquisition and interaction with the local community. This paper
analyzes the results of a Japanese language proficiency survey and a Japanese language usage survey conducted
in fiscal year.2022. The findings reveal a weak correlation between length of stay and Japanese language
proficiency, and clarify how Japanese language proficiency relates to residents future plans to stay, the role they
assign to the Japanese language, and their relationships with Japanese nationals. Based on these insights, this
paper argues that rather than viewing multilingual support and Japanese language education as opposing forces,
it is necessary to restructure Japanese language education as a “social infrastructure for Intercultural cohesion”
that serves as the core of social integration policies.

[ Keywords ] intercultural cohesion, multilingual support, regional Japanese language education, social

integration policy, social infrastructure

(Hamamatsu Foundation for International Communications and Exchange)



