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The Acquisition of desu/masu and Non-desu/masu Forms
by Chinese-Speaking Learners of Japanese:
An Analysis of the Effects of Clause Boundaries Based on B-JAS

HUANG Yifeng

This study examines the longitudinal development of speech-level use among Chinese-speaking learners of
Japanese, focusing on desu/masu and non-desu/masu forms. The analysis draws on four years of data from the
Beijing Corpus of Japanese as a Second Language (B-JAS). Using the clause-boundary classification (absolute
boundaries, strong boundaries, and weak boundaries) adopted in the Corpus of Spontaneous Japanese (CSJ), this
study analyzed the frequency and proportion of desu/masu and non-desu/masu forms at each boundary type
across academic years. The results showed that, at absolute boundaries, learners’ use of speech levels tended to
converge toward native-speaker patterns as their academic year advanced. At strong and weak boundaries,
however, differences from native-speaker usage were observed. In particular, differences between learners and
native speakers were more evident in shi-marked coordinate clauses at strong boundaries and in kara- and node-
marked reason clauses at weak boundaries. These findings suggest that both clause-boundary type and
subordinate-clause type are related to the acquisition and use of speech levels among Chinese-speaking learners
of Japanese. The study contributes to a more fine-grained understanding of speech-level acquisition and offers
pedagogical implications for teaching the use of desu/masu and non-desu/masu forms in Japanese discourse.
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