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Collaborative Meaning-Making in Dialogical Art Appreciation:
A Case Study from a Malaysian Pre-University Program

MAKI Ayaka

This study frames dialogical art appreciation as a process of “collaborative meaning-making accompanied by
conceptual change.” Based on this perspective, the significance of this approach in Japanese language education
is examined through a practice conducted with learners in a Malaysian pre-university program. A comparison
between the learners’ initial individual impression notes and their post-dialogue appreciation sheets revealed that
dialogue generated new perspectives, transformed their understanding and interpretations of the artwork, and
induced conceptual changes that reconstructed the meaning of the piece. Furthermore, the patterns of meaning-
making were not uniform; while some groups converged toward a common interpretation, others maintained
individual viewpoints while considering others’ interpretations, resulting in the coexistence of multiple meanings.
The conceptual changes and patterns of meaning-making observed in this practice share structural similarities
with the process of intercultural communication, where individuals build understanding while engaging with
others from diverse cultural backgrounds and value systems. Therefore, this activity can be considered an
effective practice for fostering learners’ collaboration and intercultural communicative competence.
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