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Scaffolding and Japanese Language Acquisition to Support
the Development of Play Scripts: Through Japanese Language Support
for Three Young Children with Foreign Backgrounds

ISHIGAKI Naoko

There is growing demand for practical approaches to scaffolding in early childhood education settings in Japan
due to the increasing number of young children with foreign backgrounds. This study examines the practical
implementation of scaffolding designed to ensure that young children with foreign backgrounds in the process
of acquiring Japanese do not lose opportunities for play—a vital form of learning for cultivating the foundations
of mind and body. To explore the relationship between Japanese language acquisition and play, a six-month
ethnographic participant observation was conducted focusing on three young children, and an analysis was
performed using script theory. The results revealed the trial use of language by young children with foreign
backgrounds and the conflicts faced by Japanese children in accepting them, particularly in expressive script
situations that require interaction with peers. Furthermore, transitions from parallel play to associative play, and
ultimately to cooperative play, were observed, indicating that appropriate scaffolding contributes to securing play
opportunities for young children with foreign backgrounds. This study elucidates the developmental aspects
faced by young children with foreign backgrounds and presents actionable insights that educators can utilize in
their daily scaffolding practices
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